
1  

Member The American Legion Media Alliance  

No. 2 

Volume 100 

Serving the 19th District Community, State and Nation Since 1926 

Vets group blasts Trump plane crash comments as ‘shameful’ 
Officials from Paralyzed Veterans of America strongly criticized President 
Donald Trump for his comments this week suggesting disabled workers may 
have played a role in Wednesday’s aircraft collision in Washington, D.C., 
calling the commander-in-chief’s remarks irresponsible and premature.  
 
“The president’s statements are shameful,” PVA Chief Executive Officer 
Carl Blake said in a statement Thursday. “As an Army veteran who spent 
many nighttime hours in a Blackhawk and who incurred a combat-related 
spinal cord injury in service to this country, I can speak with authority when 
I say that veterans and all people with disabilities are dedicated, highly 
skilled and fully qualified to tackle the most difficult jobs possible.  
 
“The fact that disabled veterans are now being shamed and minimized by 
this administration is disrespectful to their service and contributions to 
America’s greatness.”  
 
PVA officials took exception to “the implication that veterans with cata-
strophic disabilities, like amputations and spinal cord injury, are not smart 
enough, not skilled enough and generally unqualified for these types of posi-
tions.”  
 
Officials from the military and National Transportation Safety Board have 
not said when they expect to have a clear idea for the reasons behind the 
collision.  

We don’t know the ‘why’ but the 
‘what’ is a heartbreaking tragedy. The 
American Legion extends its deepest 
condolences to the families of the 
souls lost in last night’s horrific crash. 
We salute the first responders who 
always rise to such unenviable and 
difficult challenges. Like nearly all 
Americans, we call for a full investiga-
tion of what occurred. 

February 2025 

 

 

 

National 

Commander 

James A. 

LaCoursiere Jr  

19th District 
Next E-Board meeting  

Wednesday February 5th 
Whittier Post 51 

Palm Park — Palm Room 
5793 Palm Ave 
Whittier, CA  

 
General District Meeting 

Wednesday February 12th 
Hawthorne Post 314 

14124 S. Prairie Avenue,  
Hawthorne, CA  

 Meetings start at 7:00 PM 

 

https://www.militarytimes.com/news/pentagon-congress/2025/01/30/trump-blames-dei-army-pilot-error-for-deadly-black-hawk-collision/
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/pentagon-congress/2025/01/30/trump-blames-dei-army-pilot-error-for-deadly-black-hawk-collision/
https://www.militarytimes.com/land/2025/01/30/top-army-aviators-were-on-routine-flight-when-helo-collided-with-jet/
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/transition/2019/01/21/heres-what-the-new-york-times-doesnt-get-about-veterans-groups-paralyzed-veterans-of-america/
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/transition/2019/01/21/heres-what-the-new-york-times-doesnt-get-about-veterans-groups-paralyzed-veterans-of-america/
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Fernando Gallardo—Commander  

Comrades,   
 
I would like to ask all District 19 Post to see what your Post and help out with 
items I emailed you earlier this week to help out all who were affected by the 
Fires in Palisades and Pasadena. They don't need any more clothing. I would 
like to add animal items to the list. I would like to thank all who are been help-
ing already.  
 
Los Angeles Fire cleanup jobs; 
For more information read flyer on Page 7 
 
 

The Department of California Revitalization held in January at Montebello Post 272 had a good turn 
out from Area 5 and Area 4. I would have like a better participation from District 19 Post. 
I would like to inform you that we are scheduled to have a 4 Chaplin ceremony on February in Whittier 
on February 8, 2025 at 11am and at Norwalk Post.  
 
I would also like to invite all are in need of foods to attend the Food distribution on Thursday February 
6, 2025 from 10am to 12pm at Norwalk Post 359.   
 
I would like to ask all District 19, Commanders, and Vice Commander, Adjutant and all Legionaries to 
attend the Department of California Training Tuesday courses.  
 
I would like to inform you all that Fleetweek, May 23-26, 2025 is go to go. I am asking for Volunteers 
to assist with Fleetweek 2025.  
 
Fernando Gallardo  
District 19, Commander 
Rivera Post 411 
213-925-8927  
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Comrades, 
 
The new year is going by very quickly. DEC, Caucus, and Convention are rapidly 
approaching, and plans need to be made by all concerned. Don’t wait until the last 
minute to make your reservations or, as in my case, completely forget about an im-
portant event. 
  
 
Each post should now be in the final run to 100% for 2025, and gleaning through 
Post 1000 to see if any of these members are interested in joining your post.  
  
 

Be sure to check the mail for your post for membership payments and monitor my legion for online pay-
ments. Mail membership cards as soon as you receive notification of payment. It is important to keep your 
post members up to date with their membership status and any events your post is having. 
 
Keep healthy 
  

1st Vice Commander—Karl Wilvert 
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NEED REPORTS ABOUT YOUR POST ACTIVITIES!!!!! 

Just Sayin 

2nd Vice Commander—David DeMoss 

Comrades, 

The casino trip is planned for April. 

The District Breakfast held at Norwalk Post 359 raised over $400 for VA&R.  

Thanks to Commander Maldanado and his staff for making this event a success. 

The raffle is going to be drawn at February general meeting. See Page 8 for info 

3rd Vice Commander—Available 

 

 

 

WANTED:  

Legion member willing to help veterans obtain the help they need!!  
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Four Chaplains Ceremony 
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 ...of the ultimate sacrifice of military chaplains: (I to r) Rabbi Lt. Alexander D. Goodes, Methodist Minister Lt. George L. Fox, 

Reformed Church of America Minister Lt. Clark V. Poling and Catholic Priest Lt. John P. Washington who perished (after volun-

teering their life jackets so that others might live) when the United States Army Transport SS Dorchester was torpedoed and sunk 

in the Labrador Sea by a German U-boat on February 3, 1943.  

 

 The Legion will pay homage to these 4 chaplains who served during WWII, on a ship in the Atlantic who sacrifice their lives by 

giving up their life jackets to other sailors and servicemen who did not have one after their ship was sinking by a torpedo. The 

ceremony will depict the event and the Chaplain’s acts of heroism during that time with a narration of how the event unfolded.  

 

 AMERICAN LEGION WHITTIER POST 51  
IS PROUD TO OBSERVE THE FOUR CHAPLAIN’S CEREMO-

NY FEBRUARY 8, 2024, 11:00 A.M.  
FAITH HOUSE CALVARY CHAPEL  

15827 RUSSEL STREET  
WHITTIER, CA 90603  

 

 ALL VETERANS & THE GENERAL PUBLIC ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND  
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LA Fire Cleanup Jobs 
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 Noisy 19th VA&R Raffle 

For 2024/5 the 19 District is raffling off a 

unique poker  chip set.  The chips are illus-

trated in this flyer.  

Help our district assist veterans and their 

families with direction and guidance in ac-

quiring benefits they have earned. 

 

You donation of $5 will get you 1 ticket in 

this raffle.  

Get 5 tickets with a $20 donation. 

 

The set contains the following: 

• 300-Piece Poker Set 

• Aluminum Carrying Case 

• Casino Chips 
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 New District 19 Pin and Sticker 
By Fred Shacklett 

After too many years of not having a pin, our Department Historian, Fred Shacklett, has designed a new Noisy 19 collectable 
lapel/hat pin and a sticker.  Yes, he is also a graphic designer.  

 

The pin is approximately 1 ¼ inch wide.  Made of polished brass, with dark blue background color.  The pin has a double rub-
ber clutch on the back and won’t stain your cover or suit lapel.  

The sticker is 3.00 inches wide, with yellow and blue colors on an adhesive back. 

If you would like to have one of these collectables, come to a Post 51 meeting or a District 19 meeting  

You can get both pin and sticker for $5.00. 

 

 
Here is one of the photos taken by Fred Shacklett at Autrey James Celebration of Life yesterday at the Columbo Club in Oak-
land.  Wonderful turn-out of Legionnaires and former co-workers.  
 

 
 
Here is a link for you to see all the photos that Fred took during the event:     
 
https://flic.kr/s/aHBqjBZnKM 
 
 
 
 

https://flic.kr/s/aHBqjBZnKM
https://flic.kr/s/aHBqjBZnKM
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American Legion South Bay Members,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kenneth Scruggs, our past Commander of Post 184 for seven years, passed away Tuesday night at the age of 83. Ken was a good man, a friend, 
and a big supporter of Post 184; he was well-liked and served as the Commander of our Post from 2007 to 2013. Ken served in the Army for 
six years during the Vietnam Conflict and was a member of the American Legion for 22 years. Ken leaves behind two brothers and his wife, 
Kathy, whom we know well at Post 184. Per his request, there will be no formal services.  
 
His leadership kept Post 184 at the forefront of District 19 and maintained membership growth during his term. His support of the Redondo 
Beach Veterans Memorial ensured that Post 184 was well-represented and culminated with the formal transfer of colors from the old 1932 
Memorial to the new Memorial on Veterans Day in 2010. 
His ongoing support of many civic and community endeavors, including the Junior ROTC program and the Redondo Union High School schol-
arships, kept Post 184 in a leadership position in the South Bay. His commitment to Post 184 and his community will be missed. We all here at 
Post 184 wish the Scruggs family the best 
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Some Fun for all 
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All of DOD exempt from White House’s civilian hiring freeze 
By Karen Jowers  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Defense Department officials received a “blanket exemption” from the civilian hiring freeze ordered by President Donald 
Trump, according to memorandums from the Army and Air Force.  
 
“Normal hiring actions and onboarding may continue,” stated an Army memo obtained by Military Times and signed by Mark 
R. Lewis, acting assistant secretary of the Army for manpower and reserve affairs.  
 
While Trump’s memo about the hiring freeze said it didn’t apply to military personnel, it was initially unclear whether the ex-
emption applied to all DOD positions — including jobs in areas such child care, commissaries, schools and other quality-of-life 
programs on military installations.  
 
The Army memo states that the Office of Personnel Management had notified DOD of the blanket exemption. A similar memo, 
dated Jan. 24, was issued by the Air Force and signed by Gwendolyn R. DeFilippi, acting assistant secretary of the Air Force for 
manpower and reserve affairs.  
 
Defense Department officials had no comment when asked to confirm that the exemption was in place. However, one agency 
within DOD confirmed to Military Times on background that they were exempt from the hiring freeze.  
 
Trump’s order, issued soon after his inauguration Jan. 20, froze hiring for federal positions that were vacant as of noon that day. 
It also prevents the creation of new federal positions. 
 
The order remains in effect for at least 90 days, when the Office of Management and Budget will submit a plan to reduce the size 
of the federal government’s workforce through efficiency improvements and attrition. When that OMB plan is issued, the hiring 
freeze will end.  

Pentagon & Congress 

https://www.militarytimes.com/author/karen-jowers
https://www.militarytimes.com/veterans/2025/01/23/more-than-300k-va-health-jobs-exempted-from-white-house-hiring-freeze/
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Go to either Apple App or Google Play  

Search for Legion + 

 

END ZONE BRIEFS 

THE AMERICAN 

LEGION 

T h e  F l a s h  

“Still and Forever  

Serving America” 

Check us out on 

19th District Face book 

On the Web page 

Noisy 19th.com 

Deadline 

25th of month 

Comments/suggestions 

welcomed 

1980 in Long Beach  

19th District Flash Editor 

 

Karl H. Wilvert 

21905 Badeau Ave  

Carson. CA 90745 

720-840-5578 Cell 

E-mail: karl.wilvert@yahoo.com 

 


